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Tue, February 1 
7:30 pm 
Top Cat's General Mtg 
Durty Nettles, Palatine 
Leader: J. Heniff 

ROAR Newsletter 
Handoff Is Completed 

By: Mark B. Heller (`Ducky') 
I'm a firm believer that some things in 
life just can't be improved on. I remem-
ber the best steak I ever had, the most 
succulent lobster tail, the richest dessert 
(it's funny how food keeps coming to 
mind), and so on. 

I feel that our ROAR pub-
lication is one of those 
things as well. How can I 
compare the ROAR to the 
best steak I ever had? 
Well, there are some 
similarities. For instance, 
one is edible and the 
other is editable. (LOL) I 
only have a good steak 
about once a month, and 
oddly enough that's how often my much 
anticipated copy of ROAR shows up in 
my mailbox. 

Wayne Kirkpatrick has been the instru-
mental force behind the ROAR publica-
tion almost since it's conception. He 
has devoted more time to our club publi-
cation than any of us probably can 
imagine, and he's been doing this for 
nearly 10 years. 

The product of his efforts is like that fine 
steak; I don't think it can be improved 

on. Yes, I've made some cosmetic changes 
here and there, but my work is cut out for me. 
I've got to try to live up to the high standards 
that he set for a club publication. 

I share much of the same phi-
losophy about our club publica-
tion as Traveler. I see it as the 
club's official voice not only to 
club members, but to the out-
side world as well. We must 
remember that our publication is 
viewed by advertisers, members 
of Posse, friends, our adver-
tiser's clients, etc. For many, it'll 
determine how they look upon 
us and how we are perceived. 
Because of this, we need to 

keep in mind that our content must continue to 
be a class act since this is as much our image 
as anything else we do. Wayne, I'll do my 
best to continue your legacy but dang it, you 
set the bar so high! 

The ROAR is our publication, a gift to us from 
the 'Traveler'. Like that fine steak it's meaty, 
it's Grade A and its rare; fewer than 200 cop-
ies are printed each month. 

Thanks Wayne for a job well done! 

(Why am I so incredibly hungry now?) 
	E0d 

Sat, February 5 
6:00 pm 
Top Cat's Annual Banquet 
Millrose Brewery, S Barrington 
Leader: M. Sullivan 

Mon, February 7 
7:30 pm 
Top Cat's Board Meeting 
TBA 
Leader: J. Heniff 

Tue, March 1 
7:30 pm 
Top Cat's General Mtg 
Durty Nettles, Palatine 
Leader: J. Heniff 

Mon, March 7 
7:30 pm 
Top Cat's Board Meeting 
TBA 
Leader: J. Heniff 
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THE BIKERS WHO MEAN BUSINESS 

TOP CATS—Illinois is a group of motorcycle enthusiasts with similar interests. 
Members consist of responsible Leaders, Presidents, Chairmen, Owners, Pro-
prietors, Partners, principals, CEO's, and other 'Top Cats' of large, medium and 
small organizations, institutions, and companies. The content and opinions 
expressed in articles are those of the authors and not necessarily those of Top 
Cats—Illinois. 

ELECTED OFFICERS 
President Jim 'Iceman' Heniff 	 847-381-5357 

jheniff@mailstation.com  

Vice President Chuck Prettyman 	 847-382 -4269 
cpman4@aol.com  

Treasurer Carl Marcyan 	 312-218-5560 
cmarcyan@sdflaw.com  

Secretary Ken Glassman 	 847-394-2646 
ihawkeye50@hotmail.com  

Founder Carl Virgo' Bender 
1941-2001 

Past President Sandra Vernon 	 847-634-6402 
vern693@aol.com  

Director Rose Temple 	 847-516-8825 
rtemple@acnielsen.com  

Director Don Shaffer 	 847-564-1489 
numbersman@thecpas.biz 

Director Jim 'TAZ' Krepel 	 815-459-9345 
tazman69er@netscape. net  

Director Terry 'Lizard' Kumro 	 847-639-4009 
tlizardkumro@aol.corn 

COMMITTEE LEADERS 

Activities Gary Brandt 	 847-546-9771 
meo1957@comcast.net  

Advertising Carl Marcyan 	 312-218-5560 
cmarcyan@sdflaw.com  

Membership Lynn Adams 	 847-657-9363 
leadams38@msn.com  

Charity Ride Rose Temple 	 847-516-8825 
rtemple@acnielsen.com  

Products Janet Riddick 	 847-548-8447 
Riddick@wickes.com  

ROAR Mark B Heller 	 224-627-9137 
mark@mbheller.com  

Website Sal Saccomanno 	 847-526-5200 
salsacco@ameritech.net  

Hotline Gary Brandt 	 847-546-9771 
meo1957@comcast. n et 

Safety Director Wayne Kirkpatrick 	 847-854-4137 
wkirkpa177@aol.com  

Sgt at Arms Bill Ryan 	 847-524-1038 
ryanbuilder@aol.com  

Awards Mark and Lisa Sullivan 	847-516-8682 
marksully@aol.com  

G- 	ENTERPRISES 
HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING 

(847) 726-7843 
AIR CONDITIONING 
	

GEORGE J. LAX 
HEATING 
	

CELL # (847) 533-5236 
HUMIDIFICATION 
	

P.O. BOX 725 
SHEET METAL 
	

LAKE ZURICH, IL 6004 7 

SALES • SERVICE • INSTALLATION • ALL MAKES 
RESIDENTIAL / COMMERCIAL 

Need 
Help with- 

Income Taxes? 
Divorce Planning? 

Business Valuation? 
Business Accounting? 

Financial Audits or Reviews? 
Computer Systems Assistance? 

Business or Personal. Planning? 
You need the 

NumbersMan 

Donald J. Schaffer, CPA/ABV 

Schaffer, Vietinghoff & Wallach, PC. 
3710 Commercial Ave. #1 

Northbrook, IL 60062 
(847)564-4500 #17 

NumbersMan@TheCpas.Biz 

Advice rendered by our firm is totally 
independent. We do not sell or take any 
commissions or incentives for recommend-
ing insurance, stocks, annuities, or other 
financial products 

SUBURBAN HARLEY-DAVIDSON INC. 
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President's Corner 
January in the mid-western section of the U.S. usually is a 
period of low expectations for motorcyclists. You don't ex-
pect a break in the snowy, wintry cold season, but it occa-
sionally happens. Larry Scalzitti found one and led 5 Top 
Cats on the first ride of 2005. It's been a while since that's 
occurred but very much appreciated. 

The next surprise was the membership turn out for the Top 
Cat's monthly gathering. Higher numbers than I would 
have imagined attended the first meeting of the year. It 
was a very worthwhile trip! 

Each Committee Chairperson was introduced and invited to 
say a few words about their particular activity. Gary Brandt, 
Activities, announced his intention to increase the TC Ride 
Calendar by 20%. That's 4 or 5 additional opportunities for 
the Top Cats to ride as a group to new destinations. 

Mark Heller furnished a cover page for Roar that he has 
designed and also mentioned a few of the new features 

that he would be introducing to the publication. His last 
bit of news was a welcomed plus: a substantial savings 
on the publication of Roar. 

As many of you know, 6 certified MSF instructors are 
listed among the TC membership. Keith Zawila, acting 
as their spokesman, outlined what this group will be pre-
senting during the upcoming year. A "continuing MC 
education" program will now be a regular feature of the 
monthly meeting. 

At this point in the evening we were only half way through 
and it was apparent that the Top Cat's membership was 
in for a great 2005. Join us in February for the Awards 
Banquet and General Meeting. You'll see what I mean. 

PS. Ask Larry Scalzetti about his trip home from the 
January meeting on his BMW GS. I hope he had stud-
ded snow tires! 

Saddle Up! 

I Changed My Oil and Your ROAR 	by Mark B. Heller 'Ducky' 

Okay....since we last saw each other I've been pretty busy. 
I've changed the oil on my Harley and then I changed your 
ROAR! Still has the same familiar look and feel but there 
have been many subtle changes within. 

I never do things in a small way and I always give 100% in 
whatever I do; so in a nutshell here's what I've done: 

• I gave the front page heading a shot of testosterone 
with a bigger, bolder, 3D header and new graphics. It 
gives the publication's cover some punch yet retains the 
same overall look to be easily recognized as the ROAR 
newsletter. 

• I added an activities calendar preview on front page so 
you can see upcoming events at a glance. No more 
thumbing through the publication to see when that up- 

coming ride is...it's right on the cover. 

• I added a Table of Contents to the front page so 
you can locate an article with ease and speed. It's 
all about convenience and making your publication 
work for you. 

• I created graphic headers for all repeating articles 
so monthly columns stand out from special articles 
and featured columns.. 

• I started a new monthly column: Featured Top 

Cat Bike. Every month they'll be at least one Top 
Cat's motorcycle to read about. I started this new 
article out with my first Harley. Now, unless you 
want to read about all of my bikes, I suggest you 
send me pictures and an article of yours for the 
next issue. 

Continued Page 12 
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Featured Bike Mark B Heller 's 95 FLSTN 

by Mark 'Ducky' Helfer 
My first Harley was a 1995 FLSTN, Softail Nostalgia. 
These bikes were only made from 1993 to 1996 and 
fewer than 2000 were made each year. The FLSTN 
model was only available in a single color scheme in 
each of those years. 

The 1993 was known as the Moo Glide because of it's 
black & white color scheme and cow hide trim on the 
leather parts of the bike. My 1995 was a sweet vivid 
black and charcoal grey 
with an impressive 
chrome tank emblem Fat 
Boy like in style. The 
reason being is that the 
FLSTN was a hybrid 
between two bikes; the 
FLSTC Heritage Softail 
Classic and the FLSTF 
Fat Boy. It had the low, 
wide bars and handlebar 
mounted turn signals of 
the Fat Boy and the ma-
jority of the bike was 
Heritage Softail. The 
stock exhaust more 
closely resembled the 
Fat Boy but of course 
that was usually re-
placed anyways. 

I started riding motorcycles in 1973 and I've owned a 
Honda 175, Honda 350, Suzuki 550, Honda 750 Auto, 
Kawasaki 750, Moto-Guzzi 850 and a Honda 750 ACE. I 
always wanted a Harley; having grown up with a father 
who was a major Harley devotee but my little lady didn't 
like the price tags on these beasts so I settled for metrics. 

In 2001 my career put me in a position to negotiate a 
Harley for me and a new home for that little lady. The 
lady got a new home and I settled for a used Harley...6 
years used to be exact. She was pristine and gorgeous 
and only had 24,000 miles on her (that's less than some 
women I've known!). 

I tried to negotiate a trade-in on my 750 ACE but they 
were offering me less than my pancake breakfast that 
day so I bought the Harley outright and was fortunate to 
sell the Honda just a few days later. 

Now let me explain my first time Harley encounter. I pur- 
chased the bike from Randy's Cycle in Huntley without a 

test ride, just the word of the dealer that it had all been 
checked out and was ready to rock and roll. So I hand over 
a check, sign some papers and have the bike wheeled out-
side. I was afraid to even straddle the bike without the en-
gine running as I've never sat on such a massive machine 
before. I at first settled for walking around it a few times 
trying to get up the nerve to start it up and ride it home. 
After about 10 minutes Randy himself came outside and 
approached me asking 'You're still here?' Everything OK? 
I said yes, just waiting for a call. 'Don't forget to gas it up 

at the station on the cor-
ner..it's not gonna go far if 
you don't' he said as he 
walked back inside. 

Well it started getting dark 
and I realized that I had been 
there walking around my 
Harley, looking at it from 
every angle so long that I 
probably created a rut in the 
poor guys parking lot. I best 
be getting on my way...not 
much point in dropping all that 
green if I was going to have 
the bike just sitting in Huntley 
when I live in Round Lake 

I started up the beast and a beast it was. It had these 
straight thru pipes that came alive and I thought to myself 
'Holy Shit'. I held onto the grips for dear life....and the bike 
was still in neutral! 

The bars vibrated and that never happened with my Honda . 

The floorboards vibrated and that never happened with my 
Honda. The seat vibrated...and I thought to myself 'hey I'm 
beginning to like this'. 

I twisted the throttle and the vibration leveled out, the en- 
gine roared and I was still alive! I'm alive, I'm alive! What 
an awesome sound! 	I twisted the throttle again and 
again...ROAAAAAAR....ROAAAAR. 	This is so cool I 
thought...and I'm still alive! 	So I raise the kickstand, 
squeeze the clutch lever, drop her into first, started rolling 
on a little throttle and started easing out the clutch lever. 

She began to roll forward. Towards the driveway and to-
wards the ever busy Route 47. I squeezed in the clutch 
and hit the brakes.... where's the brakes! My right foot 
couldn't find the Harley brake pedal. It's like way up above 
the floorboard....nothing like what I'm accustomed to. I 
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Featured Bike Continued... 

squeezed the front brake lever and made the stop, not a 
pretty stop mind you but I stopped . 

Now I'm at the end of the driveway; right at the road and I 
need to turn right to get to the gas station...because of my 
stop I'm not angled the way I'd like to be angled to make a 
right turn...I'm kind of facing left so it'll be a sharp right at 
low speed with the heaviest bike I ever straddled. 

I complete my right turn which was not a pretty maneuver 
either and make it to the gas station on the corner. Now 
I'm sitting there in front of a gas pump at idle and shaking 
more than the 1340 cc evolution engine and I'm facing my 
next dilemma. I can't get the darn bike into neutral. 

I'm holding in the clutch lever and my left foot is going up 
and down like a bass drummer. It jumps from 1st to 2nd, 
from 2nd to 1st, from 1st to 2nd....where the heck is neu-
tral? Does neutral cost extra? Is it an option? The heck 
with it.. I'll shut if off in gear. I turn it off, lean it onto the 
side stand and swing my leg over the bike and plant both 
feet onto the ground. 

As I stand there and look at my Harley I'm thinking what 
the heck was I thinking? My metric cruisers were smooth 
and this beast has all this vibration. My metrics were quiet 
and this is gonna wake my dead neighbors. My metrics 
had brake and clutch levers that you could squeeze with 2 
fingers and squeezing the Harley levers felt like I was 
crushing a beer can each time. The metrics shifted gears 
so quietly and this clunked into each gear loud enough to 
be heard over the exhaust and on my metrics I even had 
neutral! Well, I knew this had neutral...I just couldn't find it 
even if my life depended on it. 

Gassing up was interesting...it had two tanks, each with 
separate filler caps. The tanks were joined with a small 
diameter hose and if you filled one tank and waited sev-
eral hours they would level each other out so you could 
top the tanks off but who wants to take 3 hours to fill up 
with gas? So the procedure is that you remove both caps 
and fill each tank, one after the other. 

Well by now I managed to drop a lot of money on an Iron 
Horse and ride it with some difficulty a quarter of a block 
and gas it up. Not bad for 3 1/2 fricken hours! 

Now it's after sundown and I'll be riding this puppy home 
in the dark. I've got sunglasses but no clear lenses...no 
problem, I'll pay for the gas and ride down the street to 
Randy's and buy a pair. I fire up the fire breathin bike 
from hell and Holy Shit it's in gear! 

Let's try this one more time, and this time it's a successful 
experience and I tool down the highway a few hundred 
feet to Randy's Cycle. I park the bike and spend 5 min-
utes looking for neutral. I shut it down in 1st gear con-
vinced that they must have lost neutral when they 
wheeled the bike out of the showroom and into the park-
ing lot. No sense scouring the parking lot for neutral, I 
don't even know what a neutral looks like. Wouldn't know 
one if I saw it. I walk up to the door to buy my clear 
glasses....they're closed. 

That's it I thought.....thankful they didn't take my Honda 
in trade....this bike is going up for sale real soon. 

This time I remembered the bike not being in neutral and 
I fired it up. ROAAAR it responded as I pulled out onto 
47 again this time heading north. I spent the next 10 min-
utes cussing to myself about the tight levers, the noise, 
the vibration and the lack of neutral at every stop. 

I rode for about 20 minutes more and then realized the 
levers aren't a problem, they just require noticeably more 
strength to pull in. The vibration wasn't a problem once I 
was moving...at road speeds it went away. The rumble 
was kinda cool, I never heard my bike before. It wasn't 
bad, it was just different. But I liked it. I really liked it. 

Gee 	 I was cruising on a Harley and I was liking it. I 
was sitting back in the saddle and I was traveling. I was 
squeezing levers, working the clutch and loving it. 

I heard the bike that I was riding, that roar when I twisted 
the throttle and I found myself twisting it while I was 
stopped at lights...Hey wait a minute! I'm twisting the 
throttle while stopped! Holy Crap...I've got neutral...I've 
got neutral. I love Harleys! I love Harleys. I 
sold my Honda a few days later. 	 14: 
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Activities Feedback Requested 

In order to better serve the club it is critical to know 
what works well and what can be improved. What 
better time then now, with 
a new Activities team get-
ting started, to look at 
your ideas and address 
areas of concern. Please 
feel free to email me at: 

cgb002@comcast net 

or talk to me at the Gen-
eral Meetings. 

Greetings from the Activities Team 	 out the specific information soon. 

2005 planning is well underway and yes we will have a cal-
endar with many opportunities for each of you to participate 
in. By repeating some of the best new rides of 2004, the 
standard Top Cat rides to Davenport, Trempealeau and 
Sturgis, and adding some new innovative rides, we will 
have a calendar second to none. The only question you 
have to answer is how to fit all these rides into your busy 
life. 

Talk to most people and they will tell you that the best way 
to really get to know your fellow Top Cats is to participate in 
one of the overnight rides. There you have the opportunity 
to enjoy the ride, dinner and other relaxing hours with peo-
ple who share your hobby. Since not everyone can be 
gone on Fathers Day or the 4 th  of July weekends, we hope 
to be adding some one night rides. 

Of course the main attraction will be the 10 th  anniversary 
Banquet that will be Sunday August 8 th  at the Alex John-
son. Bard will lead the main group out on Wednesday Au-
gust 3 rd . This is a great ride for all skill levels of riders. He 
has this well organized and no one should be intimidated. 

There will some other groups heading out to that area as 
well. Bob Sgarlata is leading the "Black Hills Ride" and will 
leave on Saturday, July 30 th  on a route that goes through 
Iowa and other locations and ends at Sturgis Sunday the 
8th. There are often other members who get together and 
have alternative schedules and routes. I am sure there will 
be some Top Cats heading to one of the campgrounds. 
This year, if we get a good turnout, I will try and help put 
together some informal return groups. 

Any way you can get there, either by bike or plane, be there 
for the Banquet. Bard promises a first class event that no 
one should miss. Expect a full court press to get our 40 
rooms filled at the Alex Johnson. Schedule your vacation 
time now. It will be here before you know it. 

We have the opportunity to once again return to Trem-
pealeau. Jim Haase will lead the actual ride but the activi-
ties team will handle the logistics. We are hoping to take 
the Iowa/Minnesota route again only this time with no rain. 
This is the last time most people will get the extended 
weekend as part of the 4 th  of July celebration until 2008. 
Be sure not to miss this great opportunity. I will be sending 

Mark Heller would love to lead a ride through the Cana-
dian Countryside. This would be a 5 day, 4 night ride 
that would end up at Niagara Falls. He is looking to 
schedule this in mid July, perhaps leaving on the 13 1h 

 and returning on the 17th . 

As you can imagine the planning for such a ride is sig-
nificant. It is critical that those interested is such a ride 
contact either Mark or myself so we can insure a rea-
sonable level of participation. Mark has traveled this 
route in the past and I am sure it will be a great ride. 
Look for his article providing more information and 
please let us know if you are interested. 

There are also many potential ride dates for Top Cats 
to step up and grab. We have plenty of current Road 
Captains and I am sure enough aspiring ones that this 
should not be an issue. We should not forget the occa-
sional pick up ride as well. 

If you are interested in being a part of the Activities 
team, let me know. The more assistance we can pro-
vide to ride leaders the better. 

Gary Brandt 

Activities 
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III.- 

AWARDS 

BANQUET 
Millrose Restaurant 

February 5, 2005 

6:00 PM 

Mil!rose is located at 

1-90 and Barrington Rd. 
(On Barrington Rd. just north of 1-90) 

:...31,, 5,!qfp,t1 St, 

Oil  Spots 
N.-1by Traveler  
Death Sentences. During two months in England, I 
watched the stupidity of Parliament in legislating such 
things as outlawing fox hunting, prohibiting spanking chil-
dren, and banning the use of tobacco in a home where chil-
dren reside. However, the issue that caught my attention, 
and one I hope migrates to the US, is one that establishes 
penalties for killing motorcyclists that would be equal to 
murder penalties. The argument is, under current law, if 
you want to kill someone and only get a fine, simply run 
over them when they're on a bike. Makes perfect sense. 

Killer Pillars. That's what the European riders are calling 
the windshield pillars on cars because of the left and right 
blind spots they create. Just enough of a blind spot to 
block the view of a motorcycle. We'd all be well advised to 
remember that in our own cars. 

ABS. Finally, Harley has come out with anti-lock brakes 
way behind most other manufacturers. HD is equipping 
their police bikes with Nissan ABS for 2005. Let's hope 
they're quick to put them on the models available to us. 
Remember, braking techniques are different for ABS bikes! 

Hmmmm. Chains are an old and proven method of driving 
the rear wheel of a motorcycle. Sure, they're noisier than 
shaft drives or belts but, they are the optimum method for 
driving high — performance bikes. Their biggest weakness 
is wear from road grime and difficulty in keeping them 
lubed. Why then, don't manufacturers enclose chains in an 
oil bath case? 

Team Jordan? Seems that Michael Jordan will sponsor an 
AMA road racing team this year. That is, if he doesn't start 
his own team. Apparently, Michael is hooked on the sport 
but not as an owner / racer for obvious reasons. Can you 
picture Jordan hanging off a race bike in a curve? He'd be 
dragging his knees just going down the straight away. 

Lemons. Pennsylvania is proposing lemon laws for motor-
cycles. Now, wouldn't that be great for some of our metric 
riding brothers? 

Radar. With more of our members doing fly and rides to 
Europe, be aware that Italy, England, and Germany have 
become more aggressive in collecting fines from rental bike 
riders. The typical radar trap is an unmanned automated 
radar/camera system that sends the photo, recorded 
speed, and fine to the dealer. It's up to the dealer to pay 

the fine or provide the name and address of the rider. 
One more reason to ride very carefully in Europe. 

Road Rage. Don't get sucked into it. This could be you. 
A van pulls out in front of you. You nail both brakes, 
slide, and just miss the van. Out of rage you try to speed 
past him but he keeps drifting left to keep you from pass-
ing. Finally, enraged, you speed past him and punch off 
his left side mirror as you pass. Feels real good until 
you're both stopped at the next light and eight irate con-
struction workers crawl out of the van... 
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Featured Ride Sturgis South Dakota 

by Mark 'Ducky' Heller 
Our club is first and foremost a riding club and this year, 
more so than any previous year, this will become more evi-
dent. I've spoken with Gary Brandt, our new Activities 
Chairman, and he's expressed a lot of great ideas including 
the addition of several new rides to the 2005 activities cal-
endar. 

This article is the first in a series that will really benefit the 
newer members of our club. It will provide some insight 
into some of the clubs riding events. But eve if you're a 
veteran member keep on reading, it may spark some inter-
est! 

An overnight ride not only offers the opportunity to spend 
several consecutive days of incredible riding but also offers 
the camaraderie that day rides just can't match. Our club in 
the past has offered several overnight rides. I encourage 
all members to participate in these Top Cat getaways in the 
coming year. Here's a brief description of the clubs longest 
overnight ride: 

Sturgis: 
Organized and 
led by Bard Bo-
and, I found this 
to be an extraor-
dinary experi-
ence in 2004. 
Having been 
riding since 
1973 and never making it to Sturgis I decided last year that 
it was time to see what it was all about. It was the perfect 
opportunity to make the pilgrimage since Bard has done 
this so many times and does it so well. I went, I saw and I'll 
never forget. 

Face the facts; you're a biker and you have to make the 
journey sometime during your lifetime. 2005 is the perfect 
year since it's the 10th time the Top Cats are going, it's the 
10th year at the Alex Johnson Hotel in Rapid City and a 
party is planned on the 10th floor of the Alex Johnson if a 

sufficient contingent makes the trek. 

Typically, club members make the journey to Sturgis as a 
group, taking 2 1/2 days to get there. Then spend 5 or 6 
days in the Rapid City / Sturgis area before heading back 
in smaller groups. Some stay longer than others. My 
wife and I made the trip in 10 days and 9 nights. 

One thing 
you need to 
understand 
about the 
Sturgis Ride 
is that Stur-
gis is not 
just Sturgis. 
There are 
rallies and 
events going 
on all over that geographical area for maybe a hundred 
mile radius. The towns of Deadwood, Keystone, Hay-
ward, Silver City, Whitewood, Spearfish, Hewitt, Hill City, 
etc. all offer their own rallies as well. 

Sturgis is also more than just a bike rally. That part of 
our country has got to be amongst the most incredible 
landscape this great country of ours has to offer. I'm ac-
tually glad I didn't make it out to Sturgis back in '73 when 
I was younger because I probably wouldn't have appreci-
ated it the way I do now. 

The Badlands, the Black Hills, Custer State Park, Crazy 
Horse, Mt. Rushmore, Devil's Tower, Needles Highway, 
etc. is absolutely breathtaking. Bard was 100% right 
when he said arriving at the badlands will make you feel 
like your riding and walking on Mars! 

Last year, Bard orchestrated a trip to Crazy Horse via his 
relationship with the owner's of the Alex Johnson Hotel 
that enabled our club members to... 

Continued on page 12 
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Minutes General Meeting: January 2005 

by Ken 'Hawkey& Glassman 

Jim Heniff introduced the new Board Members and the 
Committee Chairmen to the club. Guests included Don 
and Sarah Southwell, of Mt. Prospect. Also, "Baby Face 
Strickler, (Dan's Brother) was in attendance. 

Keith Zawila, who is one of the 6 Motorcycle Safety Foun-
dation certified instructors who are members of the club, 
was asked by Jim Heniff to address the club at meetings 
in the future regarding various topics of safe riding. At 
this meeting Keith outlined some of the topics covered in 
the Basic and Experienced rider courses, and will delve 
into specific things in the future. Keith also reminded 
everyone that the course has been significantly changed 
in the last 2 years, from previous years, in case anyone 
would like to take the courses again. 

Activities Chairman, Gary Brandt, addressed the club, 
and told us that he is hoping to have 25 rides planned for 
the riding season, many on Saturdays, and is looking for 
Road Captains for the rides. He'd also like to schedule a 
few more rides that would entail spending 1 night out on 
the road, to provide some variety, as well as accommo-
date members who can't necessarily take a two-night or 
longer trip. It is easy to see that in a very short time that 
Gary has had his post, he's done a lot of preparation 
work for the upcoming season. I know he can use some 
help, as well as ideas and suggestions for ride destina-
tion, and activities. Don't hesitate to call him. 

Bard Boand, the Top Cats unofficial official tour guide 
and Road Captain for Little Sturgis and Big Sturgis out-
lined his plan for the Big Sturgis ride, and gave all the 
dates and information about rooms, etc. That information 
can be found elsewhere in this Roar. The main thing 
members should take away from his conversation, is that 
the trip to South Dakota is absolutely outstanding. I went 
for the first time last August ;  and had the time of my life. 
If you've never been out there, make this year your first 
time. And the benefits of going with a club full of veteran 
Sturgis goers is TREMENDOUS. They can tell you 
where to go, how to get there, what to see, and when is 
the best time to see it. This year will be the 10 th  Anniver-
sary of the Top Cats Sturgis ride, and we anticipate it 
being the best one yet. But as crazy as it sounds, NOW 
is the time to start planning. The block of rooms set 
aside for our club will probably only be available until 
May, and after that, you're on your own. Call Bard with 
any questions that you may have. 

Jim Haase, introduced the club to his new online busi- 
ness directory for all of us to use, and it is FAN-Freakin'- 
Tastic. Top Cats will soon be able to go online and find 

out what all the members do for a living, and search out 
members in certain businesses, so that you can buy the 
things you need, or get the services you want from peo-
ple you know, instead of strangers. Our Founder, Carl 
"Virgo" Bender's original plan for Top Cats was to be a 
riding club where business people could network. Jim's 
hard work will bring this to reality very soon. BIG TOP 
CAT ROAR for Jim Haase. Some people talk a good 
game, but Jim Haase gets the job done every time. 

Mark Heller has taken over the duties of producing the 
Roar, after nearly 10 years in the capable hands of 
Wayne "Traveler" Kirkpatrick. Mark displayed a new front 
page, and the Roar will have an updated look to it, but I 
know that it will always be the same high quality newslet-
ter that it has been for years. Please send your articles 
to Mark Heller at mark@mbheller.com  by the 15 th  of the 
month, same as before. 

And before I move on, how about a HUGE  Top Cat 
ROAR for Wayne, "Traveler" Kirkpatrick for all his hard 
work and effort (and usually with no help) to bring out our 
newsletter each and every month for nearly the last 9 
years! That's approximately 108 Roar's, which means 
108 Oil Spots columns, hundreds of biker jokes, (some of 
them even printable) and tens of thousands of words that 
he strung together into enjoyable articles, riding tips, 
maintenance tips, safety issues, club issues, miscellane-
ous ramblings, and current events for us to read over the 
years. Take it from someone who has to write 1400 
words for a newspaper deadline, it ain't easy, folks. It 
ain't easy to do it at all, and it ain't easy to do it well. He 
did it every month, and he did it well. Fortunately, Wayne 
hasn't died on us, so we'll still be able to read his words 
in every Roar. 

Mark Sullivan, Chairman of the Annual Banquet, told us 
all about the upcoming Banquet and the plans for a great 
time with fellow members of the club. Rose Temple has 
designed and mailed ali the invitations, and if you haven't 
signed up for the event on February 5 by the time you 
read this, you may (or may not) be able to squeak in at 
the last minute, but you better get on the phone TODAY 
to Mark Sullivan. (847) 875-6969. He'll try to accommo-
date. 

And last, but not least, Safety Chairman Ric Case pre-
sented Bill Ryan with his white Road Captain rocker for 
leading a great ride at the beginning of the '04 riding sea-
son. Big Top Cats ROAR to Bill. 
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ioCaution Korner 
`‘..:  by Traveler 

How can your scooter become unsafe 
sitting in your garage over the winter? 
Think about it, and think about it hard. 
One of the first things you should do 
before the first ride of the year is to 
check the bike thoroughly to assure 
that it is safe to ride. 

One of the last things you can do be-
fore you put it away for the winter, is to 

make sure that you don't do just that... put it away for the 
entire winter. Check your bike throughout the winter to 
make sure that it is not deteriorating while in storage. 
How? It's simple, just look for things like...  

• Does your bike cover retain moisture or is it breath-
able? If it is a waterproof cover, it can retain moisture 
from the floor. It will trap water that evaporates from 
snow and slush that vehicles track into the garage over 
the winter. This moisture will cause aggressive corro-
sion and rust due to its high salt/chemical content. 
That can affect clutch cables, wiring, and cosmetics. 
Check your bike and clean it. Prevent this by using 
only a breathable cover on your bike. 

• If you are using a battery tender, check your battery for 
acid leakage and for overheating wires due to lose con-
nections. All battery cables and battery tender connec-
tions must be solid to eliminate resistance (shorting) 
generated heating. A faulty battery tender or a battery 

charger can overcharge a battery and cause the acid 
to boil over and leak onto the bike. Check it to make 
sure you have no acid leaks and that cables haven't 
been knocked loose during 
storage. 

• Tires can easily loose air 
during storage. Colder air 
reduces air pressure. Re-
duced pressure in a tire can 
result in less sealing and 
the loss of air. Check tire 
pressure before they go flat from lack of attention. 

• I know this is difficult for metric bike owners to be-
lieve but, bikes do leak fluids. Really, they can and 
do leak fluids like oil, antifreeze, brake fluid, and hy-
draulic fluid. Check your bike frequently for pools of 
fluid underneath it or just drops that will indicate a 
potentially major leak. If you discover leaks, either 
arrange to have them repaired or fix them yourself 
immediately. Don't let the fluids leak on the floor 
where they become a safety hazard. Like any liquid, 
they can evaporate and cause deterioration to other 
parts of your motorcycle. 

If your bike is worth preparing for storage, it should be 
worth the little bit of effort it takes to check on it periodi-
cally. If you don't, you'll never know until 
spring what's left under that cover. 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

• 

• 
• 
• 

■ 

•
 • 
• 
• 
• 

• 
• 
• 

ROAR ARTICLES WANTED 
by Mark B. Heller 

Want to get involved more with the club? Only have a limited amount of time to 
donate? Here's an easy way to increase participation and at the same time in-
crease the enjoyment that all members get from their ROAR publication. Contribute and article or two. 

Write about a motorcycle experience you've had. A ride you enjoyed, an extended motorcycle trip, a motorcycle pur-
chasing experience, etc.. We're always looking for additional content and all too often we see ROAR articles written 
by the same contributors, month after month after month. I don't know about you...but personally I've already gotten 
tired of hearing from that Heller feller! 

' Here's a new feature I'm adding to ROAR. The 'Top Cat's Featured Bike of the Month'. To start this new feature off 
•

▪ 

I've done the 1st segment on my first Harley that I've ever owned...a 1995 Harley Davidson FLSTN. Get your bike 	• 
• published in ROAR. Submit an article and 2 pictures or so to mark@mbheller.com  and share your scoot with fellow • 
■ Top Cats! Imagine your bike in ROAR. That's a copy worth saving! (Aren't they all?) 	 • 
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Activities Calendar 1Thi  
by Gary Brandt 

Activities Team Goal for 2005 

Provide the framework for maximum Top Cat Ride participation in Club 
Rides and other events which will result in member satisfaction and 
grow/maintain a strong organization. Help support other Local Charity 
Rides when possible. 

Date Event Location Leader 

Tuesday, February 01, 2005 General Meeting Durty Nellies Jim Heniff 

Saturday, February 05, 2005 Awards Dinner Milrose Brewery Mark Sullivan 

Friday, February 11, 2005 International Cycle Show 
Rosemont Convention 
Center 

n/a 

Tuesday, March 01, 2005 General Meeting Durty Nellies Jim Heniff 

Tuesday, April 05, 2005 General Meeting Durty Nellies Jim Heniff 

Saturday, April 16, 2005 Kickoff Ride TBD Bill Ryan 

Sunday, April 24, 2005 Early Bird Ride TBD TBD 

Plan Your Holidays-Vacations 

Friday, June 17, 2005 Little Sturgis Davenport Bard Boand 

Saturday, July 02, 2005 Mississippi River Ride Trempealeau TBD 

Saturday, July 30th, 2005 Black Hills Ride TBD Bob Sgarlata 

Wednesday, August 03, 2005 Sturgis-Traditional TBD Bard Boand 

Sunday, August 07, 2005 10 year Sturgis Banquet Alex Johnson-Rapid City Bard Boand 

Potential New Overnight Dates 

July 13th through July 17th Canadian Countryside TBD Mark Heller 

Web Site: topcats.org  

Top Cat's Hotline: 847-622-3501 
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Featured Ride: Sturgis, SD Continued 

ride shuttle buses up to the top of Crazy Horse which is 
not open to the public. Paying visitors to the tourist site 
have to view Crazy Horse from maybe a half mile away; 
but not the Top Cats. 

In 2005, Bard and the owner's of the Alex Johnson are 
going to try to get the group to the top of Mt. Rushmore 
which also is not open to the general public. 

tunate enough to be able to get away for about 10 days in 
2005 I urge you to sign up and make your reservations 
ASAP for this one of a kind riding experience. 

Bard Boand: bboand@fedex.com  847-381-1393 
	Ert1 

Ride Summary: Sturgis, SD 

Days (typical) 10 

Nights (typical) 9 

Miles (approximate) 3,000 

Costs (typical) $ 2400-3000 

Length of trip varies...ride out as a single group with the return trip 
broken down into smaller groups leaving at various times. Costs are 

typical and include hotel, gas, food and reasonable expenses. 

I Changed My Oil and Your ROAR Continued 

• I started a new monthly column: Featured Top Cat 
Ride. Each month I'll place the spotlight on one of 
the Top Cat's rides so new and veteran members will 
have a better conception of what our rides are about. 

• I started a new monthly column: ROARing with 
Laughter where a good laugh can always be had 
with a motorcycle theme. 

• I started a new monthly comic: reCYCLEd Photo 
where I'll take a photo from the Top Cat's photo li-
brary and add a comical caption to it. You'll never 
know when you might appear in ROAR or what I'll 
add to it. (that's pretty scary) 

• I added an on-line version of ROAR to the website. 
I save my printed copies and look forward to receiv-
ing ROAR in the mail every month but an online ver-
sion has benefits as well. Many club members have 
requested it and it's a benefit for our advertisers as 
well. 

If you don't like the changes, you can 
use the above photo as a dart board. 

On this ride the journey to the destination is half the en-
joyment. This ride has been a club tradition for quite 
some time so the route, the hotels and the behind the 
scenes planning is down pat...taking all the guesswork 
out of the trip for you. 

Traveling with the Top Cats makes a distant place like 
Sturgis seem like home away from home. If you are for- 

• I not only added page 
numbers to the bottom 
of each page but I 
used a different num-
ber on each page! I 
told you I was good 
with numbers. See, I 
could have done that 
Treasurer thing after 
all. All those years of 
buying lunches at 
McDonalds and 
ordering by number 
really paid off. 
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We don't really mind having an 
anthill in the backyard but you 

should see the size of them ants! 

     

Minutes Board Meeting: 

 

     

     

by Ken iflawkeye" Glassman 

  

Due to unforeseen, extenuating circumstances beyond 
the control of our board, the board meeting did not take 
place in January. 

Look for the Top Cat Board Meeting Minutes in the next 
issue of your ROAR. 

Guidelines For Articles Submitted For Publication In ROAR 
I openly encourage all Top Cat's to submit articles for con-
sideration for publication in ROAR. The key word is con-
sideration because not all subject matter is suitable for our 
club publication; ROAR, and if questionable content is 
submitted it will not be published. 

Let's all keep in mind that we are a motorcycle riding club 
and therefore, articles to be published in ROAR should be 
club related and relevant to motorcycles, riding and club 
activities. 

We cannot allow the publication to deviate from it's in-
tended purpose or to promote personal interests, no mat- 

ter how good the intention or cause. Neither do we want 
any content that attacks the strong camaraderie that we 
as Top Cats have developed and enjoy. 

We want every club member to not only look forward to 
receiving their copy of ROAR but to enjoy the reading of 
it's content without undue pressures to take sides or pro-
mote and support another's chosen passion or interests. 

The common interest that binds us all together is motor-
cycles, riding and camaraderie. That's the reason our 
members have joined the club and that's what brings us 
back year after year to be a Top Cat. 	 ErtA 

reCYCLEd Photo Of the month 
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ROARing With Laughter? 
Submitted By Mark B. Heller 'Ducky' 

This guy is riding his cycle about 75mph in a 45 zone 
and gets pulled over by a rookie cop. The rookie 
walks up to him and asks the biker if he knows how 
fast he was going. He says sure...I was doing 75. 
The surprised cop asked him if he knew what the 
speed limit was and again to the surprise of the 
rookie cop he said 45. 

The cop said 'I'll need to see your drivers license 
young man' and the biker told him 'I don't have one'. 

The cop said You don't have a drivers license?' and 
the biker said 'Nope....it was taken away from me 
after my 7th DUI'. 'You've had 7 DUI's?' asked the 
cop. 'Yeah' said the biker who then added 'I've been 
drinking pretty good tonight as well'. He added fur-
ther that he had several outstanding warrants. 

The rookie cop realized at this point that he better 
call for a backup and did so while advising respond-
ing units the nature of his stop. 

The first to arrive on scene was the rookie's Com-
manding Officer who walked up to the biker and 
asked `so you don't have a drivers license huh?' The 
biker said 'sure I do officer' and promptly produced it 
to the Commander. 

The Commander then asked if he'd been drinking 
and the biker responded 'no' and the Commander 
verified it with a field sobriety test. The Commander 
asked if he was wanted on any warrants, the biker 
said `no' and the Commander verified that as well. 

The Commander said I don't understand, the officer 
said you had no license, that you were drinking and 
had out-standing warrants! 

The biker responded... 'I bet he said I was speeding 
too!' 

Et►d 

SPECIALIZING IN AMERICAN MADE MOTORCYCLES 
1975 E. Rand Road Arlington Heights, IL 60004 

Phone: 847 368 0900 Fax: 847 268 0999 
www.americasopenroad.com  
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Plus tax 
Up To 5 Qts 

Fits most vehicles. Some models slightly highter. 
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wvvvv.vikingdodge.com  
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CRYSTAL LAKE - BM 4598000 

  

  

 

Where 111. 14 Meets FM 116 
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LIME, OIL & 
FILTER CHANGE 
No Appointment Necessary! 
SERVICE HOURS 
Mon-Fri 7am-6pm 4. Sat Barn-1 2pm I 

I 

One coupon per customer. Not valid towards previous or ANY other offers. Valid only at Viking Dodge. Please present coupon prior to service. 	it 
a 



Randy S.. Braun "On the 
for all your 

insurance needs." 

Iron ranee Agency, hie. 

Meacham Rd. 	 Phone 847.925.9900 
Palatilic, Illinois 60067 	Fax 847.925.9901 
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Our preferred clients are Business Owners, 
Executives and Motorcyclists who know 
we'd rather work for a client than search 
for one. That's why our clients so often 
recommend us to others. Aslz around. Ask 
an RB Target client about the RB Target 
Insurance Agency. Satisfied client referrals 
have been building our business for over 
twenty three years. 

1■I • I■1 • MEN • 1MM • I■ • I■ • MEM • ■I • EMI • Malt • 

BIKER CULTURE 
Trailer Bumper Stickers... 

Save a motorcycle, ride a biker 

I'm a 5 foot rider at a 6 foot rally 

If a guy won't sell you his bike, his widow will 

Top Cats—Illinois 

PO Box 1201 

Barrington, IL. 60011-1201 

Wayne Kirkpatrick 
105 Cherokee Rd. 
Algonquin, IL 60102 
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